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Dear Guests, 

Dear Friends,  

 

I am pleased to attend with you this big event around the French company Schneider, here 
in Bangladesh. 

This event gives me the opportunity to talk about France and French business and economy. 

Because the economic image of my country abroad is one of the main priorities of the 
French Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 

We want our image and our economic potential to reflect what we are.  

France is not only the sixth major country in terms of Growth National Product, with a 
population of only 65 Million people.  

It is also the country of the major discoveries, in particular in the field of sciences and 
technologies, with a direct and positive impact on our economy. 

 

Here in Bangladesh, who knows that 13 French mathematicians have received the Fields 
medal? That France occupies the second rank worldwide in terms of number of recipients of 
this award? 

Who knows that the last price awarding entrepreneurship worldwide was given to a French 
entrepreneur, Mohed Attrad, chairman of Attrad group? 

Who knows that 86 French companies entered the famous Deloitte Technology Fast 500 
prize list, awarding the fastest growth technology companies, which places my country at 
the first rank of the most performing companies in Europe, Africa and the Middle East? 

Who knows that the French national institute Inserm is the first European institute in 
medical research, considering the number of patents registered in the field of 
biotechnologies? 

Who knows that the French scientists are at the origin of the smart technologies?  

 



In France, we have a comprehensive vision of our country and of the relation between public 
and private sectors.  

We consider that public and private sectors are complementary and that they have to work 
together, for the common interest of our country. 

The organization of my ministry, the ministry of Foreign Affairs, has been completely 
changed and adapted to the new reality of the global world, in order to improve our capacity 
to support more efficiently our private sector abroad.  

Along with the ministry of Economy and Finance, my ministry shares the authority on the 
external trade department of the ministry of Finance and Economy.  

My ministry is also in charge of tourism issues and it shares the direction of all our agencies 
working abroad, in the field of development and business.  

These agencies are for example the French Agency for Development, the new Business 
France, in charge, on the one hand, of supporting our companies abroad, and on the other 
hand, of supporting the foreign companies who have the project to invest in France. And 
there are many other agencies.  

The idea behind these organizational changes was to create an agency for each of the fields 
contributing to the increase of our positions, abroad and inside the country.  

The same in the cultural field, the same in the field of scientific and technological 
cooperation.  

Because we consider that the world is global and that our word is a world of networks, each 
one being linked to the other and in a position to contribute to the global improvement of 
our positions. 

Now we consider that we, public administration, are in a much better position to work 
together with the French business community abroad and, therefore, to support it.  

This is what we call our economic diplomacy. 

 

As a consequence, my role, as the Ambassador of France to Bangladesh, is to supervise and 
coordinate our public action in the field of economy, business and development.  

I fully support the idea of promoting the French private sector and technology. Not only 
because they are French, but first of all because I am convinced of the high quality of our 
products and technology.  

In France we call this quality the French Tech.  

The French Tech is the expression of our creativity added to our technology, in a large range 
of fields, among them telecom, media, simulation and artificial intelligence, digital economy, 
defence and security, aeronautics and many other fields. 



This is the same for Schneider. As a global specialist in energy management with operations 
in more than 100 countries, Schneider develops technologies and solutions to make energy 
safe, reliable, efficient, productive and green.  

I know that the Group invests a lot in R&D, in order to sustain innovation, with a strong 
commitment to sustainable development. 

That’s why I am honoured to be part of this event. 

 

Before concluding, I would like to focus on the global movement launched in France with the 
Business and Climate summit last May, 2015, on the way towards the international 
Conference of Parties on Climate Change, COP21, due to take place in Paris at the end of the 
year. 

As you know, this global event is a challenge for my country: not only because it will be the 
most important event France has ever hosted, with 50.000 people expected to attend it.  

But also because it is not the end of the climate negotiations.  

COP21, in our vision, is the beginning of a very long process in order to develop a new world, 
based on law carbon economy and therefore based on mitigation of greenhouse gas 
emissions, in order to maintain the global increase of the temperature below the 2°C by the 
end of the century, compared to the pre-industrial era.  

French companies have proved at the Business and Climate Summit that they were fully 
supportive of this large movement bound to create a new world.  

They have shown that new technologies do exist and that technologies are ready to change 
our old world for a new one.  

 

Bangladesh is the most exposed continental countries to climate changes. In the same time, 
Bangladesh is a challenged country, because it has to increase its power production in order 
to achieve its goal of becoming a mid-income country by 2021.  

This is why it is essential for Bangladesh to know about the existing solutions to adapt its 
model to this new world that our societies will shape in the next decades. 

Schneider is part of this strong trend and I am happy to be here, to underline the high 
quality of the French technology and dynamics, here in Bangladesh. 

 

I thank you for your attention./. 

 

 


