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It’s an honour for me to be here for the opening ceremony of this photo exhibition on Sitalakshya 

river. 

 

But watching the photos of this exhibition, I feel afraid and furious. 

 

Nobody cares about the environment; at the international level, people have found a new enemy, 

climate change, and that’s true that climate change is a major risk for many countries - among them 

Bangladesh. 

 

But what about our responsibility, as human beings, regarding the damage we are provoking against 

our environment? 

 

As human beings, we have been growing so much in the last decades that we are performing in 

figures what has taken thousands of years for our species to achieve. We are now 8 billion human 

beings. 

 

We are polluters, living in a capitalist world, and in many places, without any respect of our 

environment.  

 

The developed world can afford taking care of the environment. But what about the developing 

world? 

 

These photos show the very negative food print we leave, on our environment. This raises many 

questions. 

 

Is it not a matter of education? Is it a matter of having time to think about what we are doing? Can 

we consider that when you are fighting for a better life, you don’t have time to think about that? 

 

Some people have time to think about the consequences of their actions, but they don’t want to, 

because they are living in another world, with a unique target, making profit. 

 

When we see these pictures about Sitalakshya river, we should feel bad, ashamed, and we should 

feel responsible. 

 

Climate change is one thing, but what we are doing, directly, killing the planet we are living on, is 

another thing. 

 

Consciousness starts by seeing, and watching, and by having the willingness of changing what’s 

happening. 

 

I want to thank the photographer Babu. 

 

I hope this exhibition will help start changing the way we consider our world, the only world we 

have./. 


