
 

 

 
 

Press release 
Dhaka, 2nd June 2016 

 

The first Annual Consultation Meeting  
between the Government of Bangladesh and the French Development Agency  

 

Summary 
AFD (Agence Française de Développement – French Development Agency) has been celebrating its fourth year of 
activity in Bangladesh. On June 1st and 2nd, a high-level delegation from AFD has visited Dhaka to attend the first 
Annual Consultation Meeting with the Government of Bangladesh. The meeting has been hosted by the External 
Relations Division of the Ministry of Finance. Main objective were to conduct an assessment of on-going projects and 
set the basis to strengthen an already fruitful cooperation. A 5 million Euros grant agreement, funded by AFD through 
a delegation of funds by the European Union, has been signed to develop water connections in Low Income 
Communities and provide technical assistance to DWASA, already benefiting from loan funding from AFD. 

Bi-annual Consultations on Development Cooperation between the Government of the People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh and the French Development Agency were held in Dhaka on June 1st-2nd, 2016. 

The French Development Agency (AFD) is a public development finance institution whose main mission is to execute 
the aid policy of the French Government. AFD works in more than 70 countries. In 2015, AFD committed a total of 
8.3 billion Euros for development projects across the world. 
AFD is a relatively new Development Partner to Bangladesh: it started its relationship with GoB in 2012 and opened 

an office in Dhaka in 2013. AFD’s main mission is to promote green and inclusive growth. Since 2012, AFD has 

already approved a total number of 8 projects worth 367 million Euros in favour of Bangladesh, through concessional 

loans and grants. 

AFD has signed so far four agreements with GoB, for a total amount of about 190 million Euros. The projects 
supported by AFD include the Dhaka Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Northern corridor (Gazipur to Airport), the 
Gandharbpur water treatment plant, the strengthening of the distribution capacities of Dhaka Power Distribution 
Company (DPDC), and a technical assistance programme to Dhaka Transport Coordination Authority (DTCA) funded 
through a grant of the European Union.  

In four years, GoB and AFD have built a relationship based on mutual respect, common understanding and 
constructive collaboration, as evidenced by the organization of the first Annual Consultation Meeting. The Meeting 
has been hosted in Dhaka, by the Economic Relation Division (ERD) of the Ministry of Finance. 

 The Bangladesh delegation was headed by Mr. Abul Mansur Md. Faizullah ndc, Additional Secretary of ERD. Other 
Ministries and Government entities also took part in the discussions, such as the Road and Highway Division, the 
Local Government Division, DWASA, DPDC and other key partners of AFD in Bangladesh. The French delegation was 
led by Her Excellency Sophie Aubert, Ambassador of France to Bangladesh. AFD invited senior officials from France, 
including Mr. Pascal Pacaut, Director of Asia Department at AFD headquarters in Paris. 

GoB and AFD took the opportunity of the Annual Consultation Meeting to exchange ideas on how mutual 
cooperation could evolve in the future. Both parts discussed about how to take forward the Saidabad Phase-3 water 
treatment plant project and the AFD-led Credit-Facility Program to Finance Safety Retrofits and Environmental 
Upgrades in the RMG sector. AFD also proposed new fields of possible interventions, such as sanitation, green 
energies and the “blue economy” (sea and rivers). 

 

*** 



Signing of a 5 MEUR grant, mostly to provide 
water connnections to Low-Income Communities   

with the financial 
support of  

AFD and GoB also took advantage of the Annual Consultation Meeting to sign on June 1st a 5 million Euros grant 
agreement, funded by AFD through a delegation of funds by the European Union, to support the project of 
“Development of Dhaka WASA Activities in Low-Income Communities (LICs) localities including Capacity Building 
and Financial Modelling”. Four million Euros will aim at financing investments to enable additional water 
connection for LICs, and the balance will be used for a technical assistance to DWASA (in particular to support to 
DWASA’s LIC Cell, to provide training to DWASA staff and to improve DWASA’s financial instruments). 

This new intervention confirms AFD’s significant engagement in the Dhaka water sector, as already evidenced by a 
47 million Euros loan signed last year for the Gandharbpur water treatment plant project as well as AFD’s already 
secured board approval  to participate to the funding of the Saidabad Phase-3 water treatment plant project. 

For more information 
- Website: www.afd.fr 
- Bangladesh page: http://www.afd.fr/lang/en/home/pays/asie/geo-asie/afd-bangladesh/les-projets-1 
- Mr. Jean-Benoît du Chalard, AFD Representative in Bangladesh – duchalardjb@afd.fr – 02 984 27 51-4 
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