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GOBESHONA 2 Conference – Dhaka, IUB -08 January 2016) 

Speech of HE Sophie Aubert, Ambassador of France to Bangladesh 

 

 

It is now one year since the first Gobeshona conference, and I am pleased to be here with you again. 

Today is also a little bit more than one month after the Paris Agreement at COP21. 

“What does this Agreement mean for the world?” is the major issue that we all want to address and 

understand.  

And we must acknowledge that it is not easy. 

Many different analyses have been published after COP21, criticizing the weakness of the Agreement 

for some of them, or underlying its positive points for others. 

A- I would like to share my analysis of this Agreement. 

1. In my view, one major success of the Paris Conference and even the major success is that we have 

an agreement. The negotiation process was stuck in a rut since COP15 in Copenhagen. It was 

essential to find out a way to open new perspectives for the climate negotiations. As such, Paris 

agreement is a success. 

Of course, it is not enough and we must look into the content of the Agreement in order to 

understand its meaning for our planet. 

 

2. And here is the second success of this Agreement, which is that the world has recognized the 

challenge that our society would face in the coming decades.  

The Agreement legally acknowledges that, considering the way our world is living, we will not be able 

to control the climate disruptions which will occur in the future if we don’t accept to change 

drastically.  

This is a major point because even recently, the international community as a whole hadn’t legally 

recognized the fact that human activity bore a huge responsibility in climate change and hadn’t 

globally accepted to draw the consequences of this fact. 

 

3. Including the figure of 1,5°C in the document is also a major victory for LDCs and insular states, 

and therefore for humanity. 

Of course we are not naïve, and the 195 countries that approved the final Paris document are not 

naïve either.  

The document recognizes that the trend we are in is far from bringing us security before climate 

disruptions’ consequences.  

Some experts criticize the fact that the world, through the Agreement, acknowledges its failure to 

save the planet and only expresses the wish that a global effort be made in order to change the trend 

which will lead us to a 3°C increase of the temperature by the end of the century, compared to pre-

industrial era. 

We are conscious of this weakness, but we are also conscious on the fact that we can’t change 

drastically our world without a long standing, deep and global involvement in order to convince the 

whole international community that our mind sets and models have to be changed.  
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And of course it will take time. This is why this first legal step is fundamental. 

 

4. Another important point regards the issue of responsibility. COP21 was a turning point because it 

succeeded in being the momentum when all of us understood that our global model must change. 

At COP21, the Parties recognize that we have a common responsibility, even if this responsibility has 

to be differentiated, depending on our respective national situations. Therefore, they also recognize 

that all of us have to be part of the global effort in order to change the world.  

We must acknowledge that in the last centuries, we didn’t have the levels of understanding and 

awareness that we now have.  This is why we can’t charge our former leaders for having ignored 

something they didn’t even know.  

But today is different. As we all know, at different levels, we are all responsible for what we are doing 

and we all have to contribute to changing the world.  

Who should be charged would be who refuses to address the issue. 

 In that way, Paris agreement is a victory, as this point is recognized. On the one hand, developed 

countries will provide developing ones with financial resources, and on the other hand, countries 

other than developed countries are invited to do the same. 

 

5. I would also like to say a few words regarding the convention coming along with the Agreement in 

the final document.  

The convention provides us with many details regarding the way the decisions and recommendations 

will be implemented:  

- Which committee, which working group or which special working group will be doing what?  

- Which mechanism is supposed to sustain which process?  

- When will be the national contributions upgraded…? etc 

In particular, the convention insists on the ways to check the figures, to avoid double account, to get 

sure that transparency and governance will be present at all steps of the implementation:  

- When it will come to assess national efforts in terms of greenhouse gas emissions; 

- When it will come to assess national commitments in terms of funding; 

- But also for example when it will come to assess how efficiently new technologies are 

integrated in the projects funded by the international community. 

In a sense, the convention shows that behind the Agreement, authorities in charge and mechanisms 

are here to implement the Agreement. 

 

B – Beyond the Paris Agreement, I would like to share with you what in my view this document could 

mean for the future. 

1. Through this 2-week conference, I see the willingness of our political leaders to make it clear that 

we have to think in terms of models and not only in terms of finance, if we want to fight climate 

disruptions.  

The fact is that all of us, at all levels, will have to redirect our funding towards investments in clean 

technologies in order to shape a global sustainable model. 

Advocating in favour of additional funding for climate change mitigation or adaptation, I mean 

funding in addition to other funds which would keep on being directed on traditional investments in 

favour of old models, is not realistic in my view. 
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I barely imagine that the international community will mobilize: 

- On the one hand, funding to create a sustainable world,  

- And on the second hand, funding to support the old polluting models.  

At the end of the day, we can’t have cohabitation between these two models. 

Of course, we will have a transitional period, but the final target should be to redirect our funding to 

low carbon strategies, and the sooner, the better for our planet. 

 

2. Beyond the Agreement, an important success in the process led by my country towards COP21 

was to involve the private sector.  

Nobody can ignore the role of the private sector in the way our world is going on.  

The private sector highly contributes to shaping the world we are living in.  

That’s why it is absolutely necessary to include it in the global reflexion on the new models we want 

to create for our new world. 

 

3.  Governments have assumed or are about to assume their responsibilities as they have committed 

themselves to creating the new international and national legal frameworks which will make it 

possible for non-governmental actors and private sector in particular to invest in the future.  

This is what we have done in France with our new energy transition act for example. 

Technology and transfer of technologies are key words. The issue to address now is how to convince 

the private sector that they have interest both in investing in research and development and in 

sharing technologies with the countries which don’t have access to them. 

The only way to convince the private sector is to get sure that the companies will get a financial 

benefit from that choice. 

The private sector must keep on earning money because it is the only way to protect our global 

capacity to develop and to invest, so far.  

That’s why carbon pricing, among others, is a very important issue to address for the future. Carbon 

pricing will push the world to move towards decarbonisation, through creating new resources to 

fund the transition towards new economic low carbon models. 

As a conclusion: 

I fully understand that approaches to the Paris agreement are different according to where we are 

speaking from, but I am convinced that, beyond the differences, COP21 produced the most balanced 

agreement that we could have.  

COP21 is a success because Paris was able to create the dynamic under which all the countries have 

shown: 

- That they knew that we have to change our world,  

- That they were ready to envisage this new perspective,  

- And that they were ready to implement new mechanisms in order to transform this 

willingness into reality. 

The matter of concern should not be: who is winning what? But how and how fast we will shape and 

implement new comprehensive means and mechanisms to face the climate challenges. 
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In my view, what is expected from Bangladesh for the future is: 

- To be part of the international climate negotiation processes in order to be informed and to 

get access to the knowledge,  

- To adopt a legal framework in favour of green investments,  

- And to develop capacity building in order to be part of the global transition.         

I thank you for your attention./. 


