
French Ambassador’s speech at the signing ceremony pf the DBO contract of 

theGandharbpurWater Treatment Plant (Hotel Sonargaon, 16 May 2018) 

 

- Hon. Golam DastagirGazi, MP (Public Accounts Committee, Gandharbpur area) 

- Secretary in charge MrIqramul Haq (Min. Local Gvt, Rural Dvpt and Coop) 

- Engr. Taqsem Khan, Managing Director and CEO of Dhaka WASA 

- Mr Manmohan Parkash, Country Director Asian Development Bank 

- Mahmudul Islam, Project Director Engr. Dhaka WASA 

- Mr. Pierre-Yves Pouliquen, CEO of the SUEZ group for Africa, Middle East and India 

- Mr. Laurent Nugier, VEOLIA 

- Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I am very pleased to attend today the contract signing ceremony for the Design Build Operate 

(DBO)Package ofGandharbpurWater Treatment Plant, that will produce 500 000m3 of 

potable water daily. Our countries have committed to the Agenda 2030, and all of us measure 

the importance of the Sustainable Development Goal 6 aiming at “ensuring availability and 

sustainable management of water and sanitation”, allowing in particular for “universal and 

equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all”.   

- In this light, today is a very auspicious day for Dhaka WASA, as we have also signed 

this morning the AFD or French Agency for Development loan agreement for the 

Saidabad Water Treatment Plant Phase 3, with the Secretary of the Economic 

Relations Division, in the presence of M. Taqsem Khan and his team, whom I wish to 

congratulate warmly.  

- Both projects signed today,Gandharbpur and Saidabad 3, are major projects. They will 

translate in a significant increase (near doubling) in the drinking water supply to the 

population of Dhaka, by almost a billion cubic meters of potable water / day (950.000 

m3 liters/day),within an ambitious time frame. If all goes according to plans,this will 

allow Dhaka WASA to meet, or come close to meeting, the drinking water needs of 

the population of the megapole of Dhaka, by or before 2022.  

- Allow me to focus specifically on Gandharbpur and itsbeneficiaries. With an 

additional production of 500 000 m3 of potable water daily and reinforcement of the 

distribution network, Dhaka WASA will be able to give to an additional 2 million 

persons proper access to the water network. It will also allow 2,5 million more persons 

an improved access (better quality of service and secured access) to the water network.  

- Another “beneficiary” is the Environment. Half of the water intake will come from the 

Meghna surface water, thus will no longer deplete ground water tables, and it will 

allow for less “energy-greedy” water-pumping. We share the concern expressed by the 

ADB representative on the pollution of the rivers around Dhaka, and expect that the 

reflection and efforts currently envisaged for the Saidabad 3 project will serve 



Gandharbpur in conjunction. Further the network improvement will reduce the losses 

of treated water, to the benefit ofall and of sustainable development.  

- The size and the particular complexity of the project called for a sustained work of 

conception and elaboration with Dhaka WASA and, indeed, the setting up of a 

collective financing. I take this opportunity toexpress sincere thanks to the Country 

director of the Asian Development Bank, the ADB is the Lead Financial partner and it 

has succeeded in mobilizing partners, the European Investment Bank and the AFD 

(French Agency for Development), to combine their efforts and ensure the 

sustainability of this major project.   

- I would also like to congratulate the consortium of French companies Suez-Veolia. It 

is neither usual, nor easy for competitors, yet theydecided to team up and join their 

efforts and capabilities, both in water treatment and civil works on long distance 

pipelines, in order to present a comprehensive and technically strong 

proposal,covering all aspects of the call for tender. United, you have met this difficult 

technical challenge and the issues which arose subsequently. 

- Allow me to stress, on behalf of the Government of France, that both of your 

companies represent the well established French excellence in the water sector, around 

the world. This is also true in Bangladesh, where France has along-standing 

commitment since the 1990es : it started with the financing and construction of the 

Saidabad Water Treatment Plant Phase-I and Phase–II, through concessional loans 

which allowed for their construction and operation management by Suez-Degrémont. 

On a personal note, I would like to say that I visited Saidabad II in December and was 

very proud in seeing its realization and meeting its impressive team.  

- I wish full success to all of you in the realization of the Gandharbpur project, in 

particular to Dhaka WASA and to the consortium Suez-Veolia. Supported by the 

French Government and by AFD, which is represented here by its Representative 

Jean-Benoît du Chalard, and by LéaMonin, thisproject will contribute to strengthening 

further the ties and strong partnership between France and Bangladesh in the water 

sector. As discussed this morning, there is scope for further cooperation in the field of 

sewerage, used waters treatment. Allow me to reiterate that France intends to remain a 

long-term partner of Bangladesh on the SDGs, on climate issues and in the 

environmental-friendly development of your country.  

- Water is life indeed, as nicely stressed by the ADB.  

- Thank you for your attention. 


