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Climate change and COP 21 

6, December, 2015 

Speech of HE Sophie Aubert, Ambassador of France to Bangladesh 

 

Dear Guests,  

Dear Friends, 

 

I would like to seize the opportunity given to me to have this discussion with you on Paris 

conference of parties on climate changes, during the conference, to come back on the 

negotiation process on climate change and on the challenges of the conference. 

 

As you know, the conference of parties for climate negotiations is the international 

framework for these negotiations and all the negotiators will meet for the 21st time since 

1992, when 195 countries decided to hold the Earth Summit in Rio, Brazil, and adopted the 

UN Convention on Climate change. 

 

Talking to the climate negotiation process, I would like to come back a little bit to the past 

major steps of these negotiations, as it is in my view necessary, in order to have a better 

understanding of the challenges of the Paris conference. 

In 1997 in Kyoto, a protocol was signed and it started to be implemented in 2005. This Kyoto 

protocol imposed targets in terms of reduction of greenhouse gas emissions on developed 

countries. But on the one hand, US and Canada decided to reject it, on the second hand, the 

effort it was requiring was to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 5% by 2012, compared to 

1992, which was a very moderate target.  

 

Later in Doha, in 2012, the implementation period of the protocol was extended by 2020, 

with an obligation to reduce greenhouse gas emissions for 18% by 2020, compared to 1992.  

 



2 

 

But there is no doubt now that the Kyoto Protocol has met its limits because the world has 

changed drastically in the last three decades. 

 

Now we know that global surface temperature is rising, and we know that it will keep on 

rising by the end of the century. 

Biodiversity, coastal regions, the oceans, health and even our cultural heritage are affected 

by the impacts of climate change. This was the essential message of the 5th report of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) published in 2014. 

 

But what does all this mean? 

To understand, one key phenomenon to know is the greenhouse effect. 

The greenhouse gases of the atmosphere play an important role in regulating the climate. In 

fact, they absorb the infra-red radiations emitted by the Earth, hence contributing to a 

sustainable temperature on our planet. We call it the greenhouse effect. Because of this, the 

average temperature on the Earth is about 15 °C. Without it, it would be 18 °C below 0. 

 

But the problem is that excessive concentration of greenhouse gas in our atmosphere 

increases the greenhouse effect and this is why our global temperature is rising.  

 

What about the impact of human activities? 

Human activities cause artificial concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere and, 

consequently, increase the warming of our planet. CO2 accounts for almost 2/3 of global 

greenhouse gas emissions caused by human activities. 

 

These impacts are already visible. 

Climate change is a reality. Disturbances are already being observed in the ecological 

balance of large ecosystems: in our environment, life is trying to adapt in order not to 

disappear. 
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As for human beings, we can already observe consequences for our societies: forced 

migrations, increase of conflicts for example for use of water resources, appropriation of 

fertile soils, etc.  

 

This is why we must absolutely have a successful COP21. 

What will be at stake in Paris? 

In Paris, the aim is to build a “Paris Climate Alliance”, which will make it possible to keep the 

global temperature rise below 2°C by the end of the century, compared to pre-industrial 

levels, and to adapt our societies to climate disruption. 

 

This Alliance will have four components: 

1-Negotiation of a universal agreement, establishing rules and mechanisms in order to 

increase gradually our global ambition and to remain below the 2°C limit. 

The United States are in a difficult position because the Congress and Senate don’t want a 

legally binding agreement, mainly because they considered that the level of the Federal 

state is not the appropriate level to deal with this issue. 

In fact, the positions are very different from a federated state to the other. Some federated 

states have themselves committed to developing a very ambitious strategy to limit 

greenhouse gas emissions. Others haven’t. 

The legal advisers will have to decide about the juridical model which will make it possible to 

have among others an American signing of the document without having to ratify it. It 

appears that the nature of the document could be a protocol. 

To get this agreement, we will have to agree on a document being: 

 Universal, concluded and implemented by all the countries. 

 Ambitious, to launch the transition towards a new global low-carbon economy 

model. 
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 Flexible, taking into account the variety of the situations, needs and capabilities of 

each of the countries parts of the negotiation process, including the least developed 

countries and small island States. 

 Balanced between mitigation and adaptation, and it must provide the countries with 

adequate implementation resources regarding financing, access to technologies, and 

capacity building. 

 Sustainable and dynamic, with a long-term goal in line with the 2°C limit, to guide 

and strengthen action to combat climate change, with a periodic review to increase 

the level of ambition. 

 

2-Presentation by all the countries of their national contributions prior to COP21, in order to 

generate momentum and demonstrate that all the States are moving forward on the same 

direction, but taking into account their national realities.  

Publishing the national contributions is essential to assess the impact of the commitments 

the countries take in order to limit their greenhouse gas emissions. All these commitments 

are what the countries promise they will do. Of course it will be necessary for them to 

respect these commitments.  

This is this work which makes it possible to say that, regarding these commitments, the 

increase of our global temperature will be around 3°C by the end of the century, compared 

to the pre-industrial era. 

146 countries published their national contributions by the end of October this year, which 

was the deadline for these contributions to be taken into account at COP21. These 

contributions represent almost 90% of the greenhouse gas emissions. Now 183 countries 

have presented their national contributions, which covers almost 96% of greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

This means that almost all the countries are really and actively involved in the process. 
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3-Climate funding mobilization will have to be confirmed, in order to support developing 

countries and finance the transition towards low-carbon, resilient economies before and 

after 2020.  

The discussions are going on in Paris, regarding various issues, which are note only the 

reasserting of the commitment to mobilize 100 Bn dollars per year by 2020, in favour of 

climate finance. One matter is the methodology to report on the mobilized amounts. 

According to an OECD report, in 2014, 62 Bn dollars of climate financing were mobilized in 

favour of developing countries. 

But this issue is a very challenging issue in Paris and I understand that the negotiations are 

very difficult. 

One of the blocking points is how to consider the historic responsibility of the country. This is 

what is called differentiation.  

One must consider that decades ago, we didn’t know anything about the greenhouse effect.  

Whereas now we know, and this is why it is a nonsense not to consider that the effort must 

be global. China is the largest polluter of the planet. China must change now and China 

knows it.  

All the countries have to understand that all of them have to redirect their funding towards 

new clean technologies.  

This is why in my view the efforts must be shared by all of us. Because you can’t imagine that 

you have a country using its financing to develop polluting industries, and in the same time 

receiving free or almost free money to develop clean industries.  

 

4-Strengthening the commitments of the non-governmental actors, in order to promote 

concrete actions prior to the entry into force of the new agreement in 2020. 

This issue is related to the effort made by the private sector, regions and municipalities, 

NGOs and others.  

For example the city of Paris announced an initiative called “Mobilize your City”, regarding 

electrical mobility. The idea is to transform Paris public transport into electrical public 

transport, which is today partly, but not fully the case. 
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Many initiatives are to be taken these days by the private sector, in order to develop, 

promote and implement new technologies. 

 

 

To illustrate that this ambitious is achievable, I would like to take the example of my country: 

France is one of the lowest greenhouse gas emitters among industrialized nations, producing 

only 1.2% of global emissions, while accounting for 4.2% of global GDP. 

France has adopted a global energetic policy. 

In France, combating climate change is a cross-cutting priority of its development policy.  

Our Energy Transition Act is a plan for the post-oil era and a step towards a new French 

energetic model. It is a strong and sustainable response to key energy supply challenges, 

changes in prices, depletion of resources and environmental protection requirements. 

 

The law allows citizens, businesses and regions to take concrete action, in order, for 

example: 

 To boost household purchasing power by reducing energy bills. 

 To protect the planet and public health. 

 To seize green growth opportunities, delivering a competitive advantage for today’s 

industry and the cutting-edge industries of the future, while securing jobs in France 

and improving quality of life. 

 

The legal framework to create in order to shape low carbon strategies and models is 

fundamental and it is the responsibility of the states. 

Because this is the condition to encourage the private sector to develop long term 

investments in research and development, knowing that the rules are stable, and that their 

effort will be source of profit. And therefore they will be able to keep on investing. 
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As a conclusion, COP21 ambition is to be a turning point and a new beginning, to change the 

world and position our economies on the right way in order to create a sustainable world 

based on creation of welfare and capable to face the disasters which have already come and 

be more and more our reality in the future, all over the world./. 

 


