
 
 

1. Pollution in Mighty Shitalakhya: 
 

The mighty Shitalakhya River, which had once used as one of the major route of product transportations. Unfortunately, 
the river now on the target of corporate sectors who are grabbing the area of its and has been polluting in many ways in 
everyday. Now, it turns out as a garbage of indutrial wastes which causes the severe damage in the ecodiversity of the 
river. Recently, Ministry of Shipping listed around 70 small and medium business organisations and some individuals, 
which are involved in polluting and encroaching the land of the river. Among the polluters, Kanchpur Deying, Akij, 
BEXIMCO, ACI, Sinha and City group are on the list.   

 
2. Towards destruction: 

 
The mighty Shitalakhya is being polluted like this every day. The poisonous chemicals and industrial wastes are getting 
mixed with this river through canals. That is why, the mighty Shitalakhya losing its existence day by day. It is now 
helpless. The chemicals from different industries making this river colored like this regularly. Right now, the water is not 
suitable for drinking anymore. Shitalakhya needs attention of all to save it from destruction. If we lose this river then we 
will lose a very important river of our country which has been used as major route for river transportation in our country.  
It will hamper our ecological balance of our country.  



 
3. Cry of Shitalakhya: 

How much the people care about Shitalakhya, whom have been served and facilitated by the mighty river? People are 
basically hurting the years aged water source by throwing waste materials and encroaching it’s land day by day. The 
river, however, still continues it’s current by absorving the immense torture created by human being. Using it’s water 
surface people are moving around one place to another, besides the businessmen are flourishing their businesses. 
Although, the river has been facilitating the government and people economically but it is yet to get proper attention by 
the government.  
 

 
4. Dying of this mighty Shitalakhya: 

 
This is the way how Shitalakhya River is dying every day. What will be happened if it destroys? In a word, it will affect 
the environment in bad way, our environment will turn as unbalanced. This will cause several impacts as people will be 
affected with many diseases. Since, the mankind has a great and diversified relation with the river, then why people are 
destroying it’s flow, while we owe the river. It is not only a natural water flow, rather a national treasure. Unfortunately, 
we the people, are the responsible of it’s dire situation while it should be different. 
 



 
5. Most of the industries that built beside the river have not ETP for managing the industrial waste. Although, some have 
the ETP, but most often these were remain inactive. Therefore, the industrial wastages made out by the many industries 
directly fall into the river and polluting the river’s water. Alarming matter is that, many organizations do not have the 
approval or licenses with the environment department to continue their work on the river bank. Thanking to the pollution 
by the industrialists, the city corporation of Naraynganj and other municipalities also polluting the water of the mighty 
river discharging their waste. These cause a severe oxygen crisis at the water of the river. Although, according to the 
environment preservation act of 2007, the oxygen level has to be more than 5 mg in every one liter of water in the river, 
but several survey and studies found the level from 0.4 mg to 0.74 mg. 
 

 
6. The existence of river has a great relation with the environment and climate. Meanwhile the professions like fishing 
and agriculture also depended with the existence of river. It means if the river suffers then the economical condition of 
the people from the river bank would be affected. We have a river management body, which barely seen as the protector 
of river, therefore the condition of the river is deteriorating every day. The authority has to take the necessary steps to 
evacuate the grabbers from the land of river and dredging in river as soon as possible.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Festival of Occupying Shitalakhya:  

This is how people are occupying the mighty Shitalakhya illegally day by day. The river is getting smaller due to for this 
illegal occupying process conducted by influential people in that area. Now, there is less waves in the river due to 
illegally built infrastructures in both side of the river. Though, Bangladesh Government has rules and regulations for 
saving rivers like Shitalakhya but it’s not implemented or followed properly because of the influence of local powerful 
individuals. Many political representatives gave their commitments to save Shitalakhya which were just a courtesy in the 
political gestures before elections. These were only to impress people so that they can get vote from the citizens as much 
as possible.Later on, after being elected no one has raised their voice against the people who are occupying Shitalakhya. 
Instead of saving Shitalakhya the representatives of Parliament, Mayor, and ward councilors try to convince the ministry 
of Environment to hide complains against them on behalf of the guilty persons who occupied this river. This river is not 
dying only for this reason, but also for the pollution too. The mills, factories and industries established beside this river 
disposing their industrial wastes everyday that cause more damage.  Now, because of pollution the small islands (chor) 
are rising in this river. It should be a concern for government because this river still facilitated us all the time. It needs 
attention now to save its existence. 

 
 

 
8. Endangered Shitalakhya River: 



The disposable wastes of mills and factories are going through canals and getting mixed with Shitalakhya every day and 
that result in the water is poisonous right now. This river flows beside Dhaka and Narayangonj. People use it to throw 
dump in it. Dead animals like dogs and cats, household and industrial wastes are floating in this water. The above picture 
shows that the canal of Narayangonj “Rupshi” is just seems like a canvas of a painter which is full of colors. it ensures 
that how much chemicals and indusrial waste going through this canal every day. Even the clinical wastes from 
diffrerent clinics and hospitals also getting mixed with it. so its is getting polluted in mamy ways that already endangered 
the river and the environment. Apart from that, because of this polluted water, people living beside this river bank area 
are becoming sick . Water contaminated dieseases and skin diseases are common in this area. Now, people can hardly 
live here due to odour from this water and can not use this water without water treatment plant facilitites. Bangladesh 
government still have not taken any intiatitve to save Shitalakhya. However, The goverment can ask for help from local 
and foreign organization to solve this problem. Later on, Shitalakhya River can be used for tourism business spot if it can 
regain its beauty like before. 

 

 
9.  Presence of none to observe the pollution:  

Thousands of families living beside this mighty Shitalakhya river depend on it for livelihood. Because, river port like- 
Narayangonj, Kapashia and Boromi Bazar grew up depending on this river. But, harmful chemical wastes of different 
industries endangering the river day by day. It has become like Buriganga river which is not good for us. Many people 
are talking about saving this river but still no one has come to visit the area around this river to observe the situation and 
think of something to reduce the pollution. Many seminars, conferences took place to save this river but still nothing 
fruitful result came out which could help to save it to preserve its extinction. And it seems like a festival for everyday 
that influential powerful individuals occupying the river more and more without any obstacles in both side of the river. 
No one care about this Shitalakhya river which plays vital role in our daily life activities and business trades of export 
and import etc. We need people to be awake and think about saving our beloved Shitalakhya.    



 
10. Reduce disposal of industrial waste in this river: 

The question arises in our mind, Can we stop dumping industrial waste in this river to save it from destruction? Or How 
can we find a way to reduce this pollution fo save it? Mills and factories built just beside the river bank dispose their 
wastes whithout following any rules and regulations. They do not have any plan for this disposal process. Ministry of 
Environment have announced that they will take actions to reduce pollution to save this river but still there is no action 
plan they have introduced yet to save it. They were suppose to introduce (Effluent Treatment Plan)ETP for every 
industries in that area to save river and environment but still they have not made it mandatory for those industries. 
According to the law every industries must have (Effluent Treatment Plan)ETP  to opearate thier business further more 
or Ministry of Environment will not provide them any Environetment certificate which will hamper them to continue 
their business in that area. So, it is mandatory for all to establsih this facility immediatelly. On other hand, Ministry of 
Environment still illegally allowing these industries to continue their operation without having ETP. instead of allowing 
them, the Ministry of Environment must force the mills and industries to establish effulent treatment plan (ETP) in their 
factories as soon as possible. There are some factories which do not have functional ETP yet. Such as- ACI FLOUR 
MILLS, ACI SALT INDUSTRIES LTD. sister cocern of ACI GROUP, DHAKA INDUSTRIES LTD. OF BEXIMCO 
GROUP, CITY GROUP, AKIJ CEMENT, SINHA TESTILEs, ADAMJI EPZ, SHAH CEMENT, PREMIER CEMENT, 
METROPOLITAN CEMENT, SUPER SALT, SD FLOUR MILL, PUBALI SALT, UTTARA SALT, POPULAR JUTE 
EXCHANGE etc. Ministry of Shipping has a list of companies and factories which are destroying Shitalakhya River. 
They are – NARAYANGONJ SALT, AZIMUDDIN BHUIYA TRUST, JAMAL SOAP FACTORY, AMIN 
BROTHERS JUTE AND CO., PARITY FASHION, PN COMPOSIT, and IBRAHIM NITEX, SUNNY KNITTING, 
KNIT CONCERN, FLOCK PRINT, SIDDIK FOOD, LAKSHMI NARAYAN COTTON MILL, REX KNIT WORK, 
RAZ KNIT WORK, SOHAGPUR TEXTILE MILLS, PRITOM FASHION. Moreover, some factories have ETP but 
they do not use it, they do not run the system. Such as - SHIUL TOWEL FACTORY, IBRAHIM TEXTILE, STAR 
PARTICLE BOARD, AMPER PAL PAPER MILL, KONIK PAPER MILL, MALEK JUTE MILLS, KAHPUR 
DYEING AND PRINTING, JOYA GROUP DYEING AND PRINTING, BENGAL PACKAGES, SONALI PAPER 
MILL, RAHMAN CHEMICAL FACTORY, SHABNAM VEGITABLE OI L  MILLS, CRYSTAL SALT, LINA 
PAPER MILLS, ANAR PAPER MILLS AND JALAL JUTE BOLING AND CO. Ministry of Evironment must take 
action regading this issue before it is too late save Shitalakhya river. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
11.  Water vehicles polluting Shitalakhya : 

It is a common scenario in our country that unfit and harmful for environment these kinds of water vehicles run through 
the rivers of Bangladesh. They pollute the water and with it they are accused for polluting air and sound too. People 
around this river bank area face this sound and air pollution regularly which is harmful for the children and older people 
too. They suffer from TB, pneumonia, bronchitis, cancer for this kind of pollution of air, sound, and water. Immediate 
action must be taken to help these people who are still living in these river bank areas. 

 

Lastly, realizing from above discussions, pictures and situations of Shitalakhya we can understand it is not possible to do 
something by someone only. It needs everyone to take their step from their own places and raise voice against ruining 
existence of Shitalakhya day by day. So, please it is for all to participate in the act for saving Mighty Shitalakhya, 
awareness programs for those people who are unable to understand the need of this river and encourage people to stand 
with us and work with us to save this river. We all must help to regain its beauty once again. It is not who will take the 
first step to do it, the main decision is to make are we all taking the steps together saving Shitalakhya. It is we who can 
bring changes to the society, individually it is not possible.  Everyone’s sincere concern in this regard will be highly 
appreciated. 


